
 

 
 

Veterinary Surgical Center of Long Island * 188 East Main Street * Huntington, NY 11743 * 
631-517-1773 * Fax 631-517- 1753 

 

Laparoscopy Laparoscopy is a minimally invasive surgical procedure in the abdominal cavity in which 
a laparoscope, fiber-optic instrument (camera), is inserted into the abdomen through a 
small keyhole incision in order to observe the organs in the abdomen and permit a 
surgical procedure.  Additional small abdominal incisions are made under laparoscopic 
visualization for surgical instrument placement through cannulas (small plastic or metal 
tubes) when performing a laparoscopic procedure. A typical procedure might require 
the placement of one to four cannulas. 

The surgeon will discuss the appropriateness of a laparoscopic approach which will vary 
depending on the disease process and the disease severity present in the patient. 

 
Laparoscopic procedure with instrument placement and abdominal image seen on the 
screen display. 

Common laparoscopic procedures include: 

• Ovariohysterectomy (spay) 

• Organ biopsy 

• Laparoscopic assisted prophylactic gastropexy 
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Laparoscopic assisted prophylactic gastropexy. 
 
Advantages of laparoscopy over celiotomy (large open abdominal incision) may include: 

• Smaller incisions 

• More rapid return to function 
Diminished post-operative pain 

 


